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SURGERY NEWSLETTER

We thought it was time for another Newsletter – perhaps it should become a regular event!

Building Developments

We all want to thank you for tolerating the recent building works which are nearly completed.  We have had two new extensions in the last 18 months:

· At the rear of the main building is office space for District Nurses, our Liaison Nurse, Case Manager and administrative staff.  The extension has allowed us to create more consulting and teaching rooms in the main building.

· At the front is a new (independently managed) Pharmacy which is now fully open.  There will now be just one main entrance to the Surgery.  

Improvements to the car park have now started and should allow easier access to the car park and to the Surgery.

Pharmacy and  Dispensary

It is easy to be confused by the available services so, hopefully, this summary will clarify the situation.

· The NHS regulations state that GPs may only dispense medication for patients living more than 1.6km “as the crow flies” from a Pharmacy.

· Patients who live more than 1.6km from either of the local Pharmacies may, therefore, still obtain their medication from the Cutlers Hill Dispensary.

· Patients living less than 1.6km from a Pharmacy have a choice to obtain their medication from either Boots Pharmacy in town or from the new Cutlers Hill Pharmacy (but not from the Dispensary in the Surgery)
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Staff News

In the last year we welcomed new additions to the team:

· Dr Rishi Nair joined as a GP Partner.  Rishi was previously working as a GP in Hertfordshire.  Although initially working part-time, Rishi is currently working all the time to cover the absence of Dr Kell.  Rishi enjoys cricket and played a major role in the Surgery’s Christmas Party Revue!

· Nurse Practitioner Sandra Goddard joined us as a ‘Case Manager’.  Sandra has extensive nursing experience, especially in general practice and in palliative care.  Part of the primary care team, Sandra helps patients with complicated medical and social needs and works closely with the District Nurses and with Barbara Kell, our Nurse Co-ordinator.  Sandra recently jumped out of a plane at 13,000 feet and survived, with Dr Paul Squires, in aid of the Halesworth Community Nursing Care Fund.

· Dr Abi Jimoh joined us in February for 10 months as a GP Trainee.  Dr Jimoh is an experienced Doctor who has moved from Obstetrics and Gynaecology into general practice and is working closely with Dr Kevin MacLusky.

· Dr Richard Kell is away from work for a while due to a continuing problem with his vocal cord muscles.  The Botox injections have helped a bit – although he doesn’t look any younger!  He hopes to return to work when his voice improves.

· We also extend a warm welcome to Tony Prendergast and his staff in the Cutlers Hill Pharmacy. 
